[image: image1.png]


            PANTHER ACTION ALERT: 
URGE PRESIDENT-ELECT OBAMA TO STOP STAR WARS SPENDING
BACKGROUND
The Pentagon has proposed spending $62.5 billion over five years on “Missile Defense” that would continue to squander taxpayer dollars and raise the risks of nuclear war with Russia. Between $120 and $150 billion has been spent on “Star Wars” program since it was introduced in 1983 during the Reagan Administration.  Congress recently approved spending $10.5 billion for Missile Defense in FY 2009. Under President Bush, the U.S. has agreed to a controversial plan to place 10 “missile defense interceptors” in Poland, to counter a threat that does not exist – a long-range Iranian missile attack.  However, the Union of Concern Scientists, in September 2008, published an article that said “Congress Should Not Fund the Planned European Missile Defense System” because the proposed system offers “no security benefits”, “has not been adequately tested, could readily be defeated by countermeasures (decoys), and is helping fuel a serious erosion in the U.S.-Russian relationship with far-reaching security consequences”.  For more information, see: http://www.ucsusa.org/assets/documents/nwgs/UCS-European-Missile-Defense-Fact-Sheet.pdf  
Encouraging news.  President-elect Barack Obama has agreed to have conversations with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev about the stationing of missiles in Poland and has distanced himself from a Bush Administration commitment to a "missile shield" in Poland.   According to a recent article in Reuters, Medvedev is willing to negotiate. http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE4A81EN20081109  Obama says he has supported work on a missile defense system, but says it must be "pragmatic and cost-effective" and cannot divert resources from other priorities until its effectiveness is proven."

 
ACTION

Send an E-mail to President elect Obama on his new transition website:  http://change.gov/page/s/contact
Talking points:

 

1. The Bush Administration’s missile defense program has not been adequately tested and could be defeated with decoys; 
2. Missile Defense, in the FY 2009 budget, uses $10.5 billion in scarce resources when we have higher priority needs; 

3. Missile Defense creates tension with Russia and risks nuclear war; and 

4. Urge President-elect Obama to honor his campaign promise – cut spending on Missile Defense.
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