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Dear Senator Carl Levin:

Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, an intergenerational social justice organization with members in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb Counties, takes positions of conscience on issues that affect people of all ages.  We are very disappointed with President Obama’s call on June 22nd for a withdrawal of only 10,000 troops from Afghanistan this year and another 20,000 in 2012.  We urge that you advocate for a more aggressive drawdown of combat troops that brings at least 30,000 and preferably all troops home this year.  

The United States has been at war in Afghanistan for 10 years now.  Currently, there are 99,000 U.S. troops, along with 47,000 allied forces, in this country.  In a December 1, 2009 national address, President Obama announced a “surge” to hand over responsibility to the Afghan troops and to ”begin the transfer of our forces out of Afghanistan by July of 2011”. 

We have waited impatiently for this day to arrive.  The majority of Americans support our desire to now bring many more U.S. troops home from Afghanistan.  A June 2011 Pew Poll indicated that 56% think U.S. troops should be withdrawn “as soon as possible”.   Here’s why:  
· Osama bin Laden is dead. The CIA reports that less than 100 members of Al Qaeda remain in Afghanistan; 
· Our economy is bleeding. President Obama said its time to “focus on nation building at home”. We believe it’s time to focus on and fund our domestic needs; 
· Afghanistan is a money pit that wastes human lives and scarce tax dollars;
· Our taxes are supporting a corrupt political and economic system; 
· The Afghan people and their President don’t want foreign troops in their country.  

We need your voice to be loud and insistent to counter-balance those who would keep this country embroiled in a never-ending war.   Please reply to this letter.

Sincerely,
　 

Randy Block, Chair
Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit 
248-549-5170
image1.png




