    OPPOSE BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD LEGISLATION TODAY! 
This legislation passed the Michigan House. 

HEARINGS ARE BEING HELD IN THE MICHIGAN SENATE HEALTH POLICY COMMITTEE
(In early February 2008)
WRITE OR CALL MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE!!
Address Letters to:

The Honorable

State Senator

State Capitol

P.O. Box 30036

Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Call Committee members:

Senator Jason Allen (37 District – Traverse City)


517-373-2413
Senator Hansen Clark (1st District – Detroit)



517-373-7346
Senator Thomas M. George (20th District – Kalamazoo)

517-373-0793
Senator John Gleason (27th District – Flushing)


517-373-0142
Senator Gilda Z. Jacobs (14th District – Huntington Woods)

517-373-7888

Senator Bruce Patterson (7th District – Canton)


517-373-7350

Senator Alan Sanborn (11th District – Richmond)


517-373-7670

TALKING POINTS:

Reject Blue Cross Blue Shield “Reform” Legislation (HB’s 5282 – 5285) that would:

· Allow BCBS to higher premiums to people who are older or sicker

· Allow BCBS to wait 12 months (instead of six) to provide insurance for persons with preexisting conditions

· Eliminate challenges by consumers and the Attorney General in proposed rate hikes; and 
· Increase the level of profit and reduce the benefit ratio of Blue Cross Blue Shield health policies. 

Call on the Legislature to: 

· Hold public hearings to examine enhanced access to affordable insurance;

· Hold BCBS accountable to its nonprofit mission as the insurer of last resort;

· Provide a legislative solution to provide affordable, quality health insurance to all residents of Michigan.

Other groups opposing HB’s 5282 – 5286:  United Auto Workers; Attorney General Mike Cox, the Michigan chapter of AARP, the Consumer’s Union, the Michigan Association of Senior Centers, the Arc Michigan, Area Agencies on Aging Association of Michigan, the Michigan Coalition of Deaf and Hard of Hearing People, Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition, Michigan Legal Services, Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America, Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network, Public Interest Research Group in Michigan, National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Michigan, and Sign Language Services of Michigan. 
