April 19, 2008
Mr. Theodore A. Wyka 

Complex Transformation SPEIS Document Manager
Office of Transformation, NA-10.1

U.S. Department of Energy/NNSA
1000 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20585

Re: 
Testimony from Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit 

Dear Mr. Wyka:

Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, an intergenerational social justice organization with members in Southeast Michigan, strongly opposes plans for rebuilding the entire U.S. nuclear weapons complex, no matter what its name. We were opposed to Complex 2030 and are equally opposed to this undertaking under its new name, Complex Transformation. 

Complex Transformation appears to be a step in the right direction, when there is talk of downsizing, making the weapons “safer,” perhaps reducing nuclear sites. But we must oppose any effort to create new plutonium pits, new buildings, and with them new danger to life on our planet. Complex Transformation violates the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, to which the United States is a signatory, and invites another nuclear arms race. Well known officials from former administrations, such as Henry Kissinger, have started to call for nuclear disarmament. We support them in this effort. There is no safety in renewed nuclear weapons production. It can only end in disaster for all of us. 

Gray Panthers understand the concern that workers at the various nuclear sites have for their jobs. We have a history of supporting workers, supporting unions. However, if our scientists would start using their talents and imagination to enhance life on our earth, there would be much work for years to come, including disassembling nuclear warheads and cleaning up nuclear sites. Many thousands of jobs can be created working to create a safer environment, cleaner energy, mass transit, just to name a few steps in a direction that can benefit us all.

Sincerely

Ethel Schwartz and Randy Block, Co-Chairs

248-669-6343 248-549-5170

cc: Senators Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow; Representatives Dale Kildee, Joe Knollenberg, Candice Miller,  Thaddeus McCotter, Sander Levin, Carolyn Kilpatrick, John Conyers and John Dingell 

