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BACKGROUND
Michigan Representatives Fred Upton and Dave Camp were appointed by Congressional leaders to a 12 member “Super Committee” (of 6 Republicans and 6 Democrats) to propose legislation to reduce the federal deficit by $1.5 trillion over 10 years.  Many Republicans and a few Democrats have proposed cuts in Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid benefits as a “solution” to the country’s debt.  However, the Social Security Trust Fund has a $2.6 trillion surplus and hasn’t contributed one penny to the federal deficit. Medicare and Medicaid provide a health safety net for millions of elderly, persons with disabilities and low-income families. It’s WRONG to balance the budget on the backs of the poor and elderly. The deficit was caused primarily by:  1) unfunded wars in Iraq and Afghanistan; 2) Bush-era tax cuts for the wealthy; 3) Wall Street bailouts; 4) tax loopholes that allow corporations to avoid paying their fair share of taxes.  Polls repeatedly show that Americans overwhelmingly oppose cutting Social Security and Medicare to reduce debts and overwhelmingly favor ending Bush tax cuts for the wealthy.
ACTION

CALL Representative Fred Upton:  (202) 225-3761 or Kalamazoo – 269-982-1986
CALL Representative Dave Camp:  (202) 225-3561 or toll free: 1-800-342-2455
CALL President Barack Obama: (White House Comment Line) 202-456-1111
TELL THEM
· Americans OPPOSE cuts to Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid!
· Create more jobs

· Americans strongly support an END to Bush tax cuts for the wealthy

· Cut wasteful military spending

· Close corporate tax loopholes
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