Dear Congressman
I strongly urge you to promise the citizens of Michigan to defend and strengthen Social Security.  
Members of the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform have repeatedly said that they are willing to cut Social Security and Medicare as a way to reduce the federal deficit. Alan Simpson, Co-Chair of the Commission has outrageously described Social Security as a “cow with 310 million tits”.  He insultingly implies that Social Security is like a welfare program and that retirees who have paid into this insurance program all their lives don’t deserve their full benefits.  Let’s be clear about the facts:
· Social Security did not cause the federal deficit.  It has a $2.6 trillion surplus now which will grow to $4.3 trillion in 2023;
· Polls show that the great majority of Michigan residents and people in the Country oppose raising the ages of eligibility for Social Security and Medicare;  
· We urge you to support lifting the cap on Social Security payroll taxes.  Recent polls show that the majority of Michigan residents agree that higher income persons should pay their fair share into our nation’s retirement system.

Please sign the enclosed “Telling Michigan Where I Stand” promise and return it to:

Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit 
P.O. Box 37033, 
Oak Park, MI 48237.

We are counting on you to do the right thing for all Americans who depend on Social Security and Medicare to maintain their health and well being.  Please respond to this letter at my address below. 
Sincerely,

Enclosure

