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Co-Conveners:  Randy Block & Evelyn Foreman 
P.O. Box 37033, Oak Park, MI 48237
April 19, 2009

The Honorable John Pappageorge
State Senator

State Capitol

P.O. Box 30036

Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Dear Senator John Pappageorge: 
Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit is an intergenerational social justice organization with members in Oakland, Wayne and Macomb Counties.   We urge your support for continued funding of Michigan Long Term Care Connections, also known as Single Points of Entry organizations.

Long Term Care Connections (LTCC) are one stop resource organizations that provide older adults and persons with disabilities with unbiased information about a full range of services they need to live with dignity and independence.  When consumers’ options are not limited, they typically choose to live in community settings with services that best meet their needs. Full consumer choice helps control Medicaid costs for the State of Michigan.  Michigan is one of many States that established Single Points of Entry organizations as a means of improving consumer quality of life and controlling spiraling Medicaid costs. 

Many Michigan policy makers and long term care advocates have a goal of extending the benefits – and the cost savings -- of LTCC’s to consumers in all Counties of our State. In order to keep this critical component of long term care reform in place, we urge you to support continued funding for LTCC’s in the FY 2010 budget.  

We look forward to your response to this letter.  

Sincerely,

Evelyn Foreman and Randy Block, Co-Conveners
Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit 

