May 20, 2010

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

U.S. Senator

702 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nuclear Disarmament 

Dear Senator Stabenow: 

Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, an intergenerational social justice organization with members in Southeast Michigan celebrates the new START agreement President Obama recently signed with Russia and we strongly support the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) that will hopefully be ratified by the Senate in the near future. These are positive steps needed toward a world without nuclear weapons the president has envisioned. 
However, Gray Panthers strongly condemn the administration’s plans for a new $3.4 billion uranium processing facility planned at Oak Ridge, Tennessee and a similar facility in Los Alamos, New Mexico. As we write, the Nonproliferation Treaty’s (NPT) Review Conference is still going on. We believe these plans to be hypocritical. They can certainly put the outcome of the Conference at risk. How can the U.S. insist that other countries, most especially Iran, not plan on building nuclear weapons, while the President is asking Congress for these new monies? We believe this to be a big step in the wrong direction.  The billions to be spent for this facility, which undoubtedly will multiply with cost overruns, are badly needed for job creation and our country’s other human needs. Wasteful spending will not lead us toward that future without nuclear weapons. We cannot have it both ways.

Gray Panthers urge you to NOT support the Administration’s proposal for $3.4 billion for any new nuclear weapons facilities. It would just be wrong.  

Sincerely

Randy Block and Evelyn Foreman
Co-Conveners, Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit

