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Randy Block & Evelyn Foreman, Co-Conveners 
  P.O. Box 37033, Oak Park, MI 48237
June 20, 2011

Dear Representative George Darany:  
Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, an intergenerational social justice organization with members in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb Counties, takes positions of conscience on issues that affects people of all ages.  We urge you to vote NO on HB 4109.  This legislation would criminalize abortion procedures during the second trimester – even if continuing the pregnancy would threaten a mother’s health. 

HB 4109 duplicates federal law that already bans abortions during the second trimester without regard to a woman’s health.  The federal legislation, as well as this duplicative bill, are both bad public policy.  Women and their doctors should make health care decisions not politicians.  Many women seeking second trimester abortions suffer from severe health conditions like heart disease, bleeding disorders or very high blood pressure.  This bill (and the federal law) may force a physician to make heart wrenching decisions that risk a woman’s life, to comply with a law meant to satisfy a extreme right wing agenda.
Instead of wasting tax-payer dollars with redundant legislation, we should work to increase access to health care and family planning.  We should teach our young people to protect themselves and make responsible decisions.   If you have further questions, you may call Randy Block at 248-549-5170.
Sincerely,

Randy Block and Evelyn Foreman

Co-Conveners, Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit 
