STAND UP FOR MICHIGAN! CALL/E-MAIL YOUR SENATOR TODAY!

Michigan's FY 2010 budget crisis is NOT “almost over”.  It is just beginning!  Unless the Michigan Senate adopts new revenue measures passed in the House of Representatives, there will be greater suffering in Michigan homes and communities:  
· Deep cuts in k-12 school services & elimination of pre-schools programs;
· More police and fireman will be laid off;
· Meals on wheels will be cut for senior citizens;
· More low income families will not get health care; 
· More youth will be unable to afford to go to college; 

· Child care will be less available to allow parents to work.
Call or e-mail your State Senator.  Go to: www.senate.michigan.gov/ 

Urge your Senator to support HB 5403, a supplemental appropriation bill.  It helps build a budget that’s not just balanced, but is fair to Michigan residents. It seeks to  move beyond partisanship to meet the every day needs of citizens such as restoring Medicaid coverage, such as dental, podiatry and hearing aids, and restore 4.7% cuts in physician reimbursement; it restores $4 million for libraries; it restores the Michigan Promise grants to college students; and it restores local revenue sharing to earlier FY 2009 levels to keep our communities more safe.  
Besides the revenues provided for in HB 5403, Gray Panthers urges Senators to support a budget that other revenue solutions such as:
· Close tax loopholes and end tax breaks that don’t produce new jobs;
· Extend the state’s sales tax to luxury and non-essential services. This would generate as much as $1.65 million;

· Raise taxes on tobacco and beer. Beer hasn’t seen an increase in taxes for over 40 years!  

· Support a progressive income tax that could REDUCE income taxes for 90% of Michigan residents and help resolve Michigan’s structural deficit.
This Action Alert provided by Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit.  Let us know that you took acted by e-mailing Randy Block, Co-Chair, Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, at randyblock@yahoo.com 
