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Co-Conveners:  Randy Block & Evelyn Foreman 
P.O. Box 37033, Oak Park, MI 48237
January 24, 2009

The Honorable President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC 20500

Re:
End Military Aid to Israel

Dear President Obama:

Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit is an intergenerational peace and social justice organization in Southeast Michigan.  Gray Panthers, founded in 1970 by Maggie Kuhn, is a grass roots movement of people of all ages working for justice. Let us be clear that Gray Panthers supports Israel's need for security and its right to exist in peace, without the fear of rocket attacks from Hamas. Moreover, we abhor the violence being visited upon the citizens of Israel.  However, Israel’s attacks on Gaza have crossed far over the line from being a defensive action to becoming an aggressive assault on the people of Gaza, their mosques, their government, their schools and their dignity. Israel’s inappropriate use of U.S. military aid has undermined the norms of human decency and has violated national and international law.  We urge you to use your power to end U.S. military aid to Israel.  

Gray Panthers were moved by the stirring words in your Inaugural Address:  “all are equal, all are free and all deserve a chance to pursue their full measure of happiness”. This principle should also apply to our country’s position toward the Palestinian people.  In your inauguration speech, you also spoke of defeating “those who seek to advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering innocents”.  
According to the January 21, 2009 report of the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, an independent non-profit organization based in Gaza City that serves as a consultant to the United Nations (UN), 1,285 Palestinians were killed during Israel’s three week military offensive. Of this total, 70% (895) were civilians, including 111 women and 280 children. According to this same source, 4,336 Palestinians, mostly civilians, were wounded. Thirteen Israelis, including three civilians, died during the fighting. Amnesty International has said it was “undeniable” that Israel had used white phosphorus in crowded civilian areas, contrary to international law, and charged this amounted to a war crime. Israel reportedly has destroyed an estimated 2,400 houses, 30 mosques, 29 educational institutions (completely or partially destroyed), 28 public facilities, 10 offices of charitable societies, and five media institutions, causing $2 billion worth of damage. Israeli leaflets warned Palestinians to seek safety in UN schools, and even provided GPS coordinates for these safe havens. Never-the-less, Israeli jets bombed UN schools and its relief headquarters where hundreds of civilians had taken refuge.  

The lopsided death toll was the result of Israel using sophisticated U.S. weapons to attack Gaza, a territory with no military of its own.  The U.S. gives more military aid to Israel than any other country ($19 billion between 1999 and 2004). In 2007, the Bush Administration persuaded Congress to increase military aid to Israel by 25% over the next decade.  U.S. law, the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, prohibits the president from furnishing military aid to any country that engages in a consistent pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights.  Israel’s extensive destruction of civilians and civilian institutions violates Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits the wanton destruction of property and collective punishment of a civilian population.  For too many years, Israel has blocked the flow of commerce and humanitarian aid to the Palestinian people.  We urge you to impress upon Israel the importance of complying with UN Security Council Resolution 1860, which calls for the “unimpeded provision and distribution throughout Gaza of humanitarian assistance, including food, fuel and medical treatment”.  Your Administration should break with past policies of unconditional support for Israel’s illegal military occupation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza Strip. You should change U.S. policy toward Israel and Palestine in order to support human rights, international law and equality.  

In light of Israel’s violation of U.S. and international law, Gray Panthers calls upon you and the
U.S. Congress to take firm action to hold Israel accountable for its use of U.S. military aid, to end all military aid to Israel and to assist the people of Gaza to repair Israel’s destruction of their infrastructure. If the U.S. is to serve as an honest broker for peace in the Middle East, it needs to demonstrate that it respects the law and values the lives of all people.  
We challenge you to do the right thing. We look forward to your reply to this letter.  

Sincerely,

Randy Block and Evelyn Foreman, Co-Chairs

Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit 

