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March 27, 2011

Governor Rick Snyder
State Capitol
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909

Re:	Opposition to Proposed Tax on Pensions
Dear Governor Snyder:  
Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, an intergenerational non-profit grass roots social justice organization with members in southeast Michigan, considered and debated your proposal to place a tax on Michigan public employees’ pensions.  It was the overwhelming opinion that such a tax would be counterproductive.

Everyone who has worked deserves a dignified and secure retirement.   Many of our members receive pensions.  It was felt that a tax on pensions would add to the difficulties people are experiencing due to long-term unemployment and the need to help family members so affected.  With more pressures created by mortgage foreclosures, rising prices, including gasoline price hikes, any reduction in income becomes an additional hardship.

These are real concerns. We hope you rethink your proposal.  

Sincerely,


Evelyn Foreman and Randy Block, Co-Chairs
Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit 
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