The Honorable Senator Stabenow
Washington, DC
 

Dear Senator Stabenow,

As our senator, you are acutely aware that people in Michigan are concerned about jobs and taxes. For too long the Pentagon’s share of our taxes has been rising out of proportion to other parts of the federal budget. We see real needs here in Michigan that could use some of the federal attention and tax dollars routinely diverted to military spending. If more of our budget were invested in civilian efforts, we would conserve precious tax dollars and create a more secure country. As a member of the Senate Budget Committee, will you work to reprioritize our federal budget? 

This year Congress approved a budget of $687 billion for the Pentagon, nuclear weapons and war. This is far more than at any other time since World War II.  The Pentagon budget is expected to increase by another 25% over the next 10 years, not including wars. 

As assessed in the National Priorities Project, taxpayers in Michigan had contributed a whopping $24.3 billion toward the cost of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan by January 2009. As a state and as a nation we cannot go on spending at this rate for war. Instead of spending billions more on war over the next 10 years, we hope you will work to invest in real security. Here are three examples. Those $24.3 billion could pay for hiring new diplomats trained in conflict prevention, or provide health care for 18 million children for one year, or provide renewable energy to power 34 million homes for one year. 


As Defense Secretary Robert Gates has acknowledged, the Pentagon is not the only agency involved in national security.  Real security means much more than military interventions around the world.  We need more attention to the kind of security that keeps us safe, both at home and around the world. 

We are asking you to advocate for the Budget Committee to hold hearings to reprioritize our federal budget so that our government can fully fund efforts to expand real security in three areas.  

Fund Real Security – Diplomacy, Development and International Cooperation: Congress should dramatically increase funding for trained diplomats who can help address conflicts before they turn violent, expand foreign aid programs that can prevent the root causes of violent conflicts, and support international agencies with a proven record of addressing international conflicts. 

 

Fund Real Security –Green Jobs to Protect Our Environment and Ourselves: Congress should expand funding for green jobs, environmental protection, and energy efficiency. Creating green jobs will expand our manufacturing infrastructure.  This is essential for Michigan’s future.  Investment in green industries and environmental protection will also build real security by preventing disputes over access to declining natural resources. These disputes breed conflict. 

Fund Real Security – Human Needs: The economic crisis has dramatically reduced funding for essential state expenditures to maintain a strong safety net, reduce poverty, and strengthen health care, housing, and education in Michigan and in other states. Investments in human needs are critical to the long-term security of our state and our nation.  Now in the midst of economic crisis, Michigan’s state government is cutting back on essential programs such as education, health care, and infrastructure to balance the state budget as revenues decline.  Yet the FY 2010 federal budget is scheduled to cut over 18% of federal aid to Michigan, worsening our state’s fiscal crisis. 

As individuals, professionals, elected officials, religious leaders, and local organizations in Michigan, we appeal to you to work with your colleagues on the Senate Budget Committee to redirect money away from the Pentagon and toward these other pressing priorities.

Please urge your colleagues on the Budget Committee to hold hearings this year and to begin our nation’s task of investing in the real security of diplomacy, environmental protection, and human needs. 

We look forward to hearing from you and your staff and setting up a personal follow-up meeting with you.

Sincerely,

 

