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        P.O. Box 37033, Oak Park, MI 48237

November 25, 2011

Rep. Sander Levin

1236 Longworth House Office Building


Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Levin:
Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, an intergenerational social justice organization with members in Southeast Michigan, is greatly concerned about the attempts by many in the U.S Congress to dismantle or privatize the United States Postal Service. The Postal Service, which was formally established in the First Article of our Constitution, is an agency that people, especially seniors, have relied on for over 200 years. During that time it has become part of our communities, especially in small towns and villages. As you know, its present problems are due primarily to a law passed by Congress in 2006, which requires the Postal Service to prepay retirement benefits for its workers for 75 years during a 10 year period. No other agency is required to do that. 

The bill, H.R. 1351, introduced by Rep. Stephen Lynch, would do away with that rather insane requirement and would put the U.S. Postal Service financing on a solid footing, in spite of the fact that mail volume is not what it was before many people started using the internet.
Gray Panthers understand that you are a co-sponsor of Rep. Lynch’s bill which now has 227 co-sponsors.  We thank you very much. Please do what you can to get passage of this bill in the House. We also ask you to persuade colleagues to not support H.R. 2309 (introduced by Rep. Darrel Issa), that would authorize five day delivery, closure of many post offices and destroy the Postal Service as it has been known all these years.  Please reply.
Sincerely

Randy Block, Convener      

