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Co-Conveners:  Randy Block & Evelyn Foreman 
P.O. Box 37033, Oak Park, MI 48237
March 1, 2009
Senator Carl Levin

269 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Concern About Entitlement “Reform” 
Dear Senator Levin:
Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit, an intergenerational social justice organization with members in southeast Michigan, is deeply concerned that the Obama Administration’s recent meetings and discussions about  “entitlement reform” could lead to cutting Social Security and Medicare benefits to trim the nation’s multi-trillion dollar deficit. Contrary to political rhetoric, Social Security is not in a crisis that demands “fixing”.  Medicare does have financial difficulties that are due to the rising cost of health care. These costs can be controlled only by a establishing a national health care system that brings everybody in and leaves nobody out. 

According to Social Security Trustees, we are assured that 100% of Social Security benefits can be paid up through the year 2041.  The Congressional Budget Office projects that full benefits can be paid through 2049.  The “baby boomers” (1946-1964) will have passed through Social Security by then and so will not increase the number of beneficiaries. Further provision was made for this foreseen increase of beneficiaries by the Greenspan Committee in 1983.  Much has been made over the argument that a decreasing number of covered workers will be expected to support an increasing number of Social Security beneficiaries.  However, the Social Security Administration (see: www.ssa.gov/history/ratios) reports that the worker/beneficiary ratio actually rose from a ratio of 3.2 in 1975 to the 3.3 in 2006. Today, more women are in the workforce and worker productivity and wages have both risen. 

Of course, with greater unemployment and tough economic times, we may still need to make adjustments to Social Security revenue.  However, we do not need to privatize or completely reform Social Security. Modest changes, such as eliminating the annual cap on taxable income, $106,800 in 2009, will help meet any deficit. A recession is not a time to reduce benefits of working people. If we can give $750 billion dollars to banks and loan billions to corporations, we should not reduce benefits for workers who have contributed to the Social Security Trust Fund. Social Security protects not only workers, but provides a safety net for survivors and persons with disabilities. We should not balance the budget on the backs of retirees, widows and persons with disabilities. 

We trust you will protect Medicare and Social Security from irresponsible entitlement “reform” that will impoverish or risk the health of America’s most vulnerable people.  We look forward to your response. 
Sincerely,

Randy Block


Evelyn Foreman

248-549-5170


313-861-9490

randyblock@yahoo.com
evefor7@sbcglobal.net
